December Meetings 


Dates & Times . 
Matinee, 2:30, Wednesday, December 15 


Evenings, 8:00 p.m., Wednesday and 
Thursday, December 15 & 16 


Place: 
May Treat Morrison Auditorium 


Speaker 
Dr. Robert T. Orr 


Subject: 
“On the Trail of Genghis Khan” 


There are places in the world — Bamiyan, 
Samarkand, the Gobi Desert, Shiraz — 
still shrouded in mystery and whose very 
names conjure up images of camels and 
caravans, yurts and tales of Genghis 
Khan. The recent Academy Great 1976 
World Expedition visited many of these 
ancient fabled cities in an unprecedented 
tour. 


Under the leadership of Dr. Robert T. Orr, 
Senior Scientist at the CAS, Academy 
members began their adventure with a 
brief stop in Tokyo and Niigata, Japan, 
then went on to Khabarovsk in the USSR 
to board the longest railroad in the world, 
the Trans-Siberian. Dr. Orr’s “armchair 
tour’ will take us to Irkutsk and nearby 
Lake Baikal, the largest fresh water lake 
in the world and home to many rare 
aquatic animals; to Ulaanbaatar in the 
Gobi Desert for a glimpse of animals that 
are now extinct in other parts of the 
world; and to the beautiful cities of 
Bamiyan, Samarkand and Shiraz visited 
by Genghis Khan more than 700 years 
ago. 


For the student of natural sciences and 
the history buff this members’ meeting 
promises to be extraordinary. We expect 
large crowds at the evening meetings, so 
if at all possible we urge you to attend 
the matinee presentation on Wednesday, 
December 15, at 2:30. As usual your 
membership card admits you to the 
Academy through the Cowell Hall en- 
trance. You may be asked to present 
your card at the auditorium door at the 
matinee. 


Special Exhibits 


Birger Andersen Collection of Eskimo 
Art: The dramatic and often whimsical art 
of contemporary Hudson’s Bay artists is 
now on display in Hohfeld Gallery. Many 
fine examples of sculpture and original 
prints show the ability of the Eskimo 
artist to create a mood or a scene with 
an economy of detail that is startlingly 
realistic. 


From Sunday, December 26, through 
Wednesday, December 29, the Academy 
presents its own Eskimo Film Festival, 
featuring ‘““‘The People of the Seal’. In 
two parts, this is some of the most vivid 
footage ever filmed of the life and now 
vanishing culture of the Netsilik Eskimo 
in the Pelly Bay region of the Canadian 
Arctic. Films on sculpture and printmak- 
ing of the area include, ‘“‘The Living 
Stone” and “‘Kenojuak: Eskimo Artist’, 
and special children’s films, ‘““The Stories 
of Tuktu’’, will also be shown. Plan a 
post-Christmas visit to the Academy to 
see this fascinating exhibit and related 
film series. The films will be shown in the 
Morrison Auditorium between 12:30 and 
3:30, December 26 through 29. 


“Man in His Environment’, opening 
December 6, is a timely and thought pro- 
voking show that asks us to think about 
our planet earth, the complex systems 
that are part of nature and the ways that 
man is imposing himself on these 
systems ... at times with disastrous re- 
sults. A major exhibit presenting the 
interrelated problems which all human 
beings inevitably face — energy, waste, 
food, population, life-style and limited 
resources — will be on display in Lovell 
White Hall. A 30-minute film dealing with 
these problems will be shown free of 
charge in the Morrison Auditorium on 
weekends beginning December 11, at 
12:45, 1:30 and 2:30. 


Morrison 
Planetarium 


Laserium 


Living Arts for the Holidays... The Wattis 
Hall of Man has hosted many fine artists 
and craftsmen since it opened last sum- 
mer and we look foward to an exciting 
Christmas season with the following 
scheduled events: 


December 5, 2 to 4 p.m. — Sharon Litsky 
will demonstrate the use of baker’s clay 
in making Christmas tree ornaments. 


December 12, 3 to 4 p.m. — Christmas 
carols performed by the French-American 
Bilingual School Chorus. 


December 19, 2 and 3 p.m. — Linda and 
Vicky Mihara will demonstrate the art of 
origami by making folded paper 
Christmas tree ornaments. 


December 26, 2 to 4 p.m. — Jean Sander 
will demonstrate and discuss the craft of 
spinning various types of material. 


For the 24th year, the Morrison Planetar- 
ium presents its annual holiday program, 
“The Christmas Star’, which takes us 
back to that magical night in Bethlehem 
when a brilliant star appeared on the 
horizon. What was it... a cosmic explo- 
sion, a rampant comet? Don’t miss this 
sparkling presentation, daily at 2:00 

with extra holiday season matinees. 
Admission is $1.50 for adults and 50¢ for 
those 17 and under. 


Now in its third year at the Morrison 
Planetarium, this brilliant laser light 
concert is wonderful entertainment for 
the entire family. Performances on 
Fridays at 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30; Saturdays 
at 4:45, 7:30, 9:00 and 10:30; Sundays at 
4:45, 7:30, and 9:00. Admission is $2.50 
for 4:45 shows and $2.75 for others. 
Tickets are available through all Bay Area 
Seating Service outlets. Remaining 
tickets go on sale at the planetarium box- 
office one-half hour before show time. 
Dial T-E-L-E-T-I-X for advance tickets and 
information. Members are reminded that 
this is not a planetarium show nor are 
your membership tickets or passes 
usable for this attraction. 
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Be an Academy Santa... For many years 
the Academy has made wheelchairs and 
baby strollers available to visitors of the 
museum. Unfortunately, these loaners 
have disappeared or have simply given 
out from over use. The result is “no 
wheels’. If you have an extra wheelchair 
or baby stroller that is no longer of use 
to you, the Academy would be very 
grateful to receive it. Please contact the 
Public Information Office at 221-4214, 
Ext. 227, if you can help out. 


In late October our Development Office 
began its fall membership drive using 
mailing lists from two fine institutions. 

If you are already a member and received 
this mailing, please bear with us. Why 
not pass the brochure on to a friend who 
may not know about the membership 
advantages of the Academy? 


Speaking of advantages ... Dr. Orr’s 
talk and slide show, “On the Trail of 
Genghis Khan”, could be a “‘sellout”’. If 
possible it would be an excellent idea to 
attend the matinee presentation at 2:30 
on Wednesday, December 15. Here’s a 
thought: Why not take a break from the 
pre-Christmas bustle of downtown 
shoppers and come to the Academy. 
Attend the December meeting and then 
take time to browse through the museum 
shops located around the CAS. There 
are Christmas ideas galore... gift books 
on every subject from butterflies to fish 
to whitewater canoeing; beautiful rings 
and jewelry made of jade, amethyst and 
sterling silver, or shells, baskets, and 
artifacts from all over the world. Take 
advantage of your member’s discount at 
all sales desks and enjoy Christmas 
shopping this year! 


December is also the calendar season 
and the California Academy of Sciences 
is offering a beautiful 1977 wall calendar 
featuring the undersea life in the Sea of 
Cortez. The text was written by Dr. John 
McCosker, Superintendent of the 
Steinhart Aquarium with dramatic color 
photos by Edwin Janss, Jr. The calendar 
is available at the information desks 
located in Cowell Hall and the entrance 
to the Wattis Hall of Man. The cost is 
$5.00 for members, including tax. 


Give ‘‘Everything Under the Sun” 
For Christmas! 


The California Academy of Sciences 
offers something for everyone in one 
big package; Steinhart Aquarium, 
Morrison Planetarium and the many 
halls of science are yours for the 
giving this Christmas. Memberships 
begin as low as $15 and include the 
monthly ‘‘Newsletter’’, ‘Pacific Dis- 
covery”’, fascinating membership 
programs each month, and, of course, 
free admission to the Academy 
throughout the year. An attractive gift 
card will be sent in your name in 
time for Christmas. Call the Member- 
ship Office today at 221-4214, or 
write the California Academy of 
Sciences, Golden Gate Park, San 
Francisco 94118. 


Special Lecture 


On Thursday, December 2, the California 
Academy of Sciences will present 
Gertrude Duby Blom speaking on The 
Maya: Past, Present and Future. 


In the early 1940’s, Gertrude Duby 
traveled as a journalist from her native 
Switzerland to the Mexican state of 
Chiapas, where, while studying the 
Lacandon Indians, she met the Danish 
archeologist Frans Blom. She has been 
there ever since. She is a widow now, but 
carries on their study of the Mayan 
Lacandones, maintains a museum and 
library, and a home in San Cristobal 
open to visiting scholars and her Indian 
friends. Trudi Blom has been a personal 
friend of many Academy staff members 
over the years, hosting them in her home 
and aiding them in their research. 

She was the subject of an article in the 
March-April, 1976 issue of Pacific 
Discovery ‘Gertrude Blom and the Maya’”’ 
by Charlotte Cardon. 


She has traveled widely, and her lecture 
will be richly illustrated with her slides of 
Mayan ruins, the present-day Lacan- 
dones, and her efforts to aid the survival 
of the unique inheritors of that lost 
civilization. 


There will be one presentation only, at 
8:00 p.m., in Morrison Auditorium. Be- 
cause of the last-minute nature of the 
arrangements for ths lecture, there is no 
time to take reservations and send out 
tickets. A donation of $1.00 will be taken 
at the door, which will go towards her 
research. Seats are on a first-come basis 
only. 


Education and Travel Notes 


Our Mendocino Mushrooming trip with 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Orr, scheduled for 
December 4-5, is filled. Look for this 
popular trip again in the future. 


There will be an excellent symposium on 
Marine Mammals of the Pacific Coast 
January 8, 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. An out- 
standing group of local experts will 
discuss the biology of gray whales, sea 
otters, seals, sea lions, dolphins and 
more. Although this one-day symposium 
is presented for the benefit of those 
going on our Pacific Islands and Lagoons 
of Baja California trip later in the month, 
it will be informative and appropriate for 
anyone interested in our Pacific Coast 
marine mammal population. $10 per per- 
son, which should be directed to the 
Education Office. 


Pacific Islands and Lagoons of the West 
Coast of Baja California: 

January 19-26, 1977 

Some trips are so much fun and so edu- 
cationally rewarding that we try to 
schedule them every year. Our boat trip 
off the coast of Baja Californa is such a 
trip. The Qualifier 105 has again been 
chartered for a one-week excursion 
which will be highlighted by visits to see 
the California gray whale in its winter 
breeding grounds, migratory shorebirds 
and waterfowl, a mangrove swamp, and 
the plant life on Todos Santos, San 
Benitos, Cedros and San Martin Islands. 
Welton Lee and David Cavagnaro are 
among the leaders scheduled for this 
trip. It is limited to 30 participants. The 
cost is $575 from San Diego. For further 
information contact Nature Expeditions 
International, P.O. Box 1173, Los Altos, 
California 94022. Telephone (415) 
941-2910. 


India and Nepal: 

February 26-March 27 

A few spaces remain on our spring trip 
to India and Nepal, to be led by Dr. 
Laurence Binford, Chairman of our De- 
partment of Birds and Mammals. The 
most fascinating features of a fabulous 
land, including the natural history, the 
people, the arts and architecture, will 
share the attention of the Academy 
group. The Taj Mahal, Tiger Tops, Delhi, 
Corbett Park, Kathmandu are but a few 
of the places which will be explored. 
There is an optional trip extension to Sri 
Lanka for those who would like to go 
there. Arrangements are being planned 
by Siemer and Hand, Ltd., One Embarca- 
dero Center, San Francisco, California 
94111. Telephone (415) 788-7186. Cost, 
including land and air travel, lodging, 
about half the meals, is $2890 per person. 


Guatemala: 

March 5-24 

This comprehensive 19-day trip will in- 
clude the natural history, Mayan history, 
and native culture of Guatemala. It will 
be led by Dr. and Mrs. Robert T. Orr, who 
are familiar with this fascinating Central 
American country. Travel will be by pri- 
vate car and plane. There will be visits 

to Guatemala City, Salama, Coban, 
Huehuetenango, Quetzeltenango, 
Chichicastenango and Antigua. At remote 
villages in the hinterland members will 
have an opportunity to see primitive 
crafts and colorful fabrics. Native 
markets will be visited at Solala and 
Santiago Atitlan. Among the most im- 
portant Mayan ruins to be seen will be. 
those of Tikal. The interesting natural 
history includes vegetation ranging from 
thorn scrub to cloud forest, with abundant 
colorful bird life. The trip is limited to 20 
with an approximate cost of $1990. Con- 
tact Gulliver’s Travel, 3597 Sacramento 
Street, San Francisco, California 94118, 
or telephone (415) 346-4400 for further 
details and reservations. 


The Scottish Highlands and Islands: 

May 20-June 9 

This is a trip for those interested in the 
natural and human history of Scotland. 
John Lister Kaye will take Academy 
members to the Shetland Islands bird 
rookeries and 2000-year Pict stone ruins. 
In the Inner Hebrides participants will 
visit the rookeries of the gray seals and 
birds. The last third of the trip will be 

an exploration of the forests and glen$ 
of the Scottish Highlands. A short op- 
tional extension to Edinburgh will also be 
offered. Limited to 20, the cost is $1150 
for land arrangements, and $730 for 
airfare. 


Coming up in January .. . Galen Rowell 
on ‘‘Winter on the High Peaks of the 
Great Basin’, January 12 and 13. 


S> Regular Members 


New Members of the Acade 


Mr. Robert Adamo 

Miss Jean Afterman 

Mr. William Ashcroft 

Mrs. Marianne M. Bals 

Mr. B. L. Bargagliotti 

Mrs. Charlotte Barna 

Richard & Cynthia 
Barnes-Moores 

Miss Janet Barnett 

Mr. George C. Baron 

Delia Barton 

Mr. M. R. Baruh 

Mr. David V. Bastin 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bausch 

Mr. & Mrs. Merritt Beckerman 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Birkhimer 

Mr. Gerald D. Bissell 

Mr. M. Graham Black 

Mr. & Mrs. Borden Bloom 

Mr. James W. Bowman 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Bradley 

Joan Brainard 

Mr. & Mrs. Lynn Bramkamp, Sr. 

Mrs. Marsha Breiteneicher 

Miss Rebecca Brewer 

Mr. Robert E. Brewer 

Mr. & Mrs. Harrison T. Brownell 

Mrs. Helen H. Cagampang 

Mr. E. Callow 

Mr. Dan Campbell 

Mrs. Helen Chism 

Mr. Grover Christensen, dr. 

Miss Mara Clark 

Miss Helaine Contorines 

Mr. Stephen Crawford 

Mr. & Mrs. David A. Crittenden 

Dr. & Mrs. David N. Daniels 

Mr. & Mrs. S. Verelian 

Ms. Barbara Des Rochers 

Mr. Daniel Dotta 

Richard & Helene Durbin 

Mr. John A. Eads 

Mrs. Dorothy Everett 

Mr. Philip L. Fradkin 

Mr. Mark A. Francis 

Mrs. Linda Fries 

Mr. & Mrs. Allan M. Fuji 

Mr. Gary P. Garcia 

Mr. Thomas W. Gates 

Ms. Theodora Gauder 

Mr. J. M. Goodart 

Mrs. Gregory A. Greunke 

Mr. & Mrs. R. Grunsfeld 

Mrs. Marion Hammond 

Mr. George Heigho 

Miss Elizabeth N. Henderson 

Mr. John E. Herrell 

Mr. Terry M. Hill 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas K. Hillard 

Dale Houston 

Ms. Susan Hupp 

Mr. & Mrs. Rick W. Johnson 

Miss Tance Johnson 

Mrs. Mary P. Jolley 

Mr. Howard Junker 

Ms. Patricia Kelly 

Mr. Robert H. Kelly 

Miss Lois Barty King 

Ms. Ann B. Kircher 

Miss Mary Elise Kopetzke 

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Koss 


' Ms. Nell Krawetz 


Geri B. Larson 

Miss Jane Lehane 

Mr. & Mrs. Michael A. Leotta 
Mr. & Mrs. Chelcie Liu 
David MacLeod Longdon 
Miss Catherine Lowe 

Miss Constance L. Lum 

Mr. Scott J. Malsom 


Dr. Edward M. Matsuishi 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Mesker 
Mrs. H. H. Mindlin 

Miss Lydia Momotuk 

Mr. & Mrs. Eric O. Moorehead 
Mr. John R. McCabe 

Mr. Euwell W. McCants 
Mrs. Thurza McClintock 

Ms. Lynda D. McCrumb 

Dr. Diane McEwen 

Mr. Michael McGowan 

Mrs. Emily Mcintyre 

Mr. John Nash 

Ms. P. J. Nielsen 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Nye 

Mr. Walter Padget 

Miss Susan D. Palmer 

Mrs. D. G. Park 

Mrs. Ken Peterson 

Mr. Marsh Pitman 

Mr. & Mrs. Walter S. Pointon, Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Pressley 
Miss Judith A. Pudoff 

Mr. Frank Rackley 

Mr. Ashok K. Rao 

Mr. Ray Raskop 

Mr. Arlon Rasmussen 

Ms. Elsie U. Richards 

Mr. & Mrs. John T. Rigney 
Ms. Julia Rosenthal 

Mr. Dennis Rosselli 

Miss Soraya Sadeghi 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Salwen 
Mr. Stephen J. Sherr 

Ms. Marcelle O. Scholl 

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin L. Schwarzbach 
Mr. Anthony W. Seifert 
Mrs. Florence E. Seward 
Mr. Gerald P. Sheehan 

Mrs. Parke Shirley 

Ms. Nancy M. Simmons 
Sister Mary Anne Endress 
Mr. David C. Smith 

Steve Snyder 

Mr. David George Soffe 
Mr. Elvio Sommerauer 

Mr. Lloyd E. Stevenson 

Dr. Dennis M. Styne 

Mr. August Traber 

Ms. Glenna Turner 

Miss Helen Faith Twichell 
Mrs. James B. Walton 

Mr. Richard M. Warburton 
Mr. Carder Welles 

Ms. Carol M. Williams 

Mr. & Mrs. J. K. B. Williams 
Mrs. Eileen Ney Winter 

Dr. B. L. Wise 

Ms. Marianne Wong 

Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon Wong 
Mr. Godwin Woon 

Mrs. Hjordes J. Wright 
Miss Tae J. Yaki 

Miss Carolyn Yee 

Miss Mikiko Yokota 

Mr. & Mrs. David H. Ziegler 


Contributing Members 


Ms. Delores T. Bernhard 
Mr. J. A. DeMarie 

Mrs. Doeothy J. Keegan 
Mr. Patrick H. King 

Mr. Willis P. Popenoe 
August & Marcella Revel 
Mr. Peter J. Strain 

Ms. Lynn Benton Tham 
Mr. Heber V. Tilden 
Miss Lynne W. Twist 

Mr. Jan A. Wells 

Mr. Robert D. Whittlesey 
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